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A RENEWED APPEAL FOR THE PRESERVATION OF ARCHIVAL MATERIALS 
BY THE CBMS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 
Mathematics as a specialty and mathematical research are 
nearing their centenary in the United States -- if we take as 
their beginning such symbolic bench-marks as the founding of 
the Johns Hopkins University (opened to students in 1876) and 
the publication of The American Journal of Mathematics (founded 
by Sylvester in 1878). Our major mathematical organizations 
(The A.M.S., M.A.A., and N.C.T.M.) have all celebrated their 
semi-centennials relatively recently. The beginnings of American 
mathematics are rapidly passing out of the realm of personal 
knowledge and oral anecdote into written history. It is now 
more than proper, it is urgent that original sources and archival 
materials which are the basis of this history be preserved. The 
Advisory Committee on History of the Conference Board of the 
Mathematical Sciences made an appeal for such preservation 
through notes in the mathematical journals a few years ago [see 
the American Mathematical Monthly 77 (Jan. 1970), llo-1121. 
A renewed appeal seems appropriate today with the passage of 
time and of many funded projects and committees. Our previous 
appeal suggested that: 
1. Individual mathematicians and their families should 
preserve such items as unpublished and semi-published materials, 
course notes and photographs of important colleagues, data on 
the organization and early days of societies. College archives, 
local museums, academies, and historical societies are potential 
depositories. For example, the Archive of Contemporary History 
at the University of Wyoming has been given materials by the 
Rudolph Langer family and is interested in acquiring materials 
relating to mathematics and science; the Harvard University 
Archives have papers of Benjamin Osgood Peirce and George D. 
Birkhoff; while the Niels Bohr Library of the Centre for the 
History of Physics has copies of mathematical notebooks of 
Herman Minkowski. [There is a Guide to Archives and Manuscripts 
in the United States by P.M. Hamer (Yale University Press, 1961), 
the Library of Congress maintains The National Union Catalogue 
of Manuscript Collections, and the Center for the History of 
Physics maintains a National Catalog of Sources for the History 
of Physics and Astronomy.] 
2. Organizations should be diligent in preserving their 
records. 
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3. Mathematical Departments of colleges and universities 
were also urged to take appropriate action. We would like to 
extend this latter suggestion as follows: 
(a) have a department history written and deposited in the 
department office or in the college's library and archives. 
The committee is aware of such materials at Dartmouth, Harvard 
and Michigan, but has found that most traces and memories of an 
important American mathematician, including a diary of studies 
abroad, have largely disappeared at another university which 
formerly went so far as to establish a fellowship in his name. 
(b) collect, date and label photographs of staff members, 
visiting lecturers, participants in colloquia and conferences 
held on campus. 
(cl collect and preserve the unpublished minutes and proceed- 
ings of committees, conferences, projects, and perhaps even 
staff meetings. 
Cd) urge staff members to prepare a skeleton key to their 
own publications. 
The Committee suggests that persons with historical interests 
would do the mathematical community a service by undertaking such 
tasks as are listed above and by pursuing studies of periods, 
people, or influences upon American mathematics such as the 
influx of foreign mathematicians in the period centered about 
World War II. 
Carl B. Boyer Kenneth 0. May 
Churchill Eisenhart David Rosenblatt 
Phillip S. Jones, Chairman Charles Weiner 
PAPERS OF JOHN VON NEUMANN 
Personal papers of John von Neumann (1903-1957), documenting 
his work in various areas including mathematical logic and 
quantum theory, totaling about 8000 items from 1938 to 1957, are 
on deposit on the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress. 
The person in charge is Ronald Wilkinson. [Information from the 
Newsletter of the Center for the History of Physics 6(4), 41 
PAPERS OF ALBERT EINSTEIN 
Letters from Albert Einstein to Walther Mayer, documenting 
the development of the Unified Field Theory and the dramatic 
events of the years of the Nazi rise to power, are on deposit at 
the University of Chicago Library. The person in charge is 
Robert Rosenthal. [From the Newsletter of the Center for the 
History of Physics 6(4), 41 
